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9 FAM 41.71 
NOTES 

(CT: VISA-21 77; 09-22-201 4 ) 
(Office of Origin; CA/VO/L/R) 



9 FAM 41.71 Nl DEFINING "IMMEDIATE" 

(CT: VISA -21 77; 09-22-201 4 ) 

a. As used in INA 101(a)(15)(C), the term "immediate" is defined as a reasonably 
expeditious departure of the alien in the normal course of travel as the 
elements permit and assumes a prearranged itinerary without any 
unreasonable layover privileges. (Page 43, House Report No. 1365 
accompanying H.R. 5678, 82nd Congress, 2d Session, 22 CFR 41.71) If the 
alien seeks layover privileges for purposes other than for transit through the 
United States, such as to visit friends or engage in sightseeing, the alien will 
have to qualify for the type of visa required for that purpose. 8 CFR 
214.2(c)(3) says that the period of stay cannot exceed 29 days. 

b. Although the C-2 and C-3 visa classifications are exempt from most visa 
ineligibilities (see 9 FAM 41.71 N5 and 41.22 PN5), the INA 214(b) and INA 
212(a) ineligibilities do apply to both the C-l and C-l/D visa classifications. 

9 FAM 41.71 N2 VISA FOR PASSENGER ON 
VESSEL MAKING ENTRY AT U.S. PORT 

(TL: VISA-47; 08-30-1 991 ) 

An alien passenger embarking at a foreign port on a vessel which is proceeding to 
a foreign destination other than the United States and who has no intention of 
landing in the United States is nevertheless required to be in possession of a 
transit or other nonimmigrant visa if, during the course of the journey, the vessel 
makes port in the United States, since this constitutes an entry by the alien as 
contemplated in INA 101(a)(13). 

9 FAM 41.71 N3 G-4 VISAS FOR TRANSIT 
PURPOSES 

(CT: VISA- 1027; 09-22-2008) 

a. The Department of State and the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) have 
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agreed that officers and employees of designated international organizations 
who are assigned to the United States may be accorded G-4 classification if 
they desire to pass in immediate and continuous transit through the United 
States. Consular officers shall endorse G-4 visas issued to such aliens, who will 
generally be on or returning from home leave: 

VALID FOR IMMEDIATE AND CONTINUOUS TRANSIT ONLY 

b. See 9 FAM 41.24 Exhibit I for list of designated international organizations. 

9 FAM 41.71 N4 C-l VISAS FOR CREWMEN 
JOINING VESSEL OR AIRCRAFT 

( CT: VISA -102 7; 09-22-2008) 
See 9 FAM 41.41 N3. 

9 FAM 41.71 N4.1 Coasting Officers 

(CT: VISA- 1027; 09-22-2008) 

See 9 FAM 41.41 N4 for proper documentation of coasting officers. 

9 FAM 41.71 N4.2 Transit Without Visa (TWOV) for 
Crewmen 

(CT: VISA- 1027; 09-22-2008) 

The Transit Without Visa (TWOV) program has been suspended indefinitely. 

9 FAM 41.71 N5 EXEMPTIONS AND TRAVEL 
LIMITATIONS FOR HOLDERS OF C-2 VISAS 

9 FAM 41.71 N5.1 Admission to United Nations 
Headquarters District 

(CT: VISA- 1027; 09-22-2008) 

Because of the obligations undertaken by the United States pursuant to the United 
Nations (UN) Headquarters Agreement, applicants for C-2 visas are exempted 
from the grounds of ineligibility listed in INA 212(a) except those listed in 
paragraphs (3)(A), (3)(B), (3)(C), and (7)(B) thereof. (See section 9 FAM 41.21 
Foreign Officers-General.) Therefore, DHS regulations provide that holders of C-2 
visas may be admitted only on the following conditions: 

(1) The alien must proceed directly to New York City and remain continuously 
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within the Headquarters District and its immediate vicinity, departing 
therefrom only to leave the United States; and 

(2) The alien must be in possession of a document establishing the alien's 
ability to enter a foreign country following the alien's sojourn in the United 
Nations Headquarters District. 



9 FAM 41.71 N5.2 Defining "United Nations 
Headquarters District" and Explaining Travel 
Restrictions 

( CT: VISA -102 7; 09-22-2008) 

Persons referred to in 9 FAM 41.71 N5.1 are restricted to "the United Nations 
Headquarters District and its immediate vicinity," defined as the "area lying within 
a twenty-five mile radius of Columbus Circle, New York, N.Y." Consular officers 
shall advise applicants for C-2 visas of these travel restrictions. 



9 FAM 41.71 N5.3 Waiver of Ineligibility 

(CT: VISA- 1027; 09-22-2008) 

For discussions of waiver of ineligibility under INA 212(d)(3)(A) for C-2 visa 
applicants, (see 9 FAM 40.301 Notes and 9 FAM Appendix A, 200.) 



9 FAM 41.71 N6 CERTAIN ALIENS PROCEEDING 
TO UNITED NATIONS 

(CT: VISA- 1027; 09-22-2008) 

An alien who is classified C-2 may, as an alternative, be issued a B-l or I visa if 
the consular officer finds the alien otherwise qualified for such classification and 
the alien pays any required fee. If the alien is ineligible to receive a visa under 
any of the provisions of INA 212(a), the consular officer may recommend a waiver 
of ineligibility under INA 212(d)(3)(A) only if the circumstances in the alien's case 
justify such a recommendation pursuant to the rules set out in 9 FAM 40.301 
Notes and 9 FAM Appendix A, 200. 



9 FAM 41.71 N7 INFORMATION MEDIA 
REPRESENTATIVES PROCEEDING TO UNITED 
NATIONS 
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(CT:VISA-1027; 09-22-2008) 

In the case of an alien conning within the provisions of paragraph (3) of section 11 
of the Headquarters Agreement with the United Nations (for example, 
representatives of the press, radio, film, or other information agencies), the 
consular officer may not issue a C-2 visa unless the alien presents evidence of 
accreditation by the United Nations. The consular officer shall refer an applicant 
for a C-2 visa inquiring about the procedure for obtaining such accreditation to the 
appropriate United Nations information center or to the Accreditation Office, Office 
of Public Information, United Nations, New York, N.Y. If the consular officer 
obtains a waiver of ineligibility under INA 212(d)(3)(A) in the alien's behalf 
through the Department, the consular officer may presume that the Department 
has resolved the question of accreditation. 
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